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" transcendental properties of his mighty and virtuous mind
" I intended to write his life. I laid by sixty or seventy
" books for the purpose of writing in such a manner as
" would do no discredit to myself. I intended to spread my
" thoughts over two volumes quarto ; and, if I had filled
" three pages, the rest would have followed. Often have I
" lamented my ill fortune in not building this monument to
le the fame of Johnson, and (let me not be accused of arro-
" gance when I add) my own."

William Wordsworth, when he dedicated, in a few lines
at once modest and dignified, his "Excursion" to the pre-
sent (now, 1857, the late) Lord Lonsdale, with that accurate
valuation of words which is one of his greatest poetical
accomplishments, offers it as

"A token (may Uprove a monument')
Of high respect," etc.

A token, or pledge of his attachment, the poem was, at any
sate, by the mere act of dedication; whether it should also
be a monument, a monumental token, that was for posterity
to determine ; and, if others were at liberty to anticipate
such a result^ the author, at least, was not. And} at all
events, the mere logic of the case made it inevitable that
whatever proved a monument to the fame of Dr. Johnson
should be such also to the fame of him who raised it; for, of
a structure which should happen to be durable as a record of
Dr. Johnson, it is mere tautology to say that it must also be
durable as the workmanship of Dr. Parr. One and the same
work could not have a divided character, or a separate
destiny, in its different relations ; could not be immortal as
a record, and at the same time perishable as a memorial of
the recorder.

But can it be imagined that Dr. Parr's clumsy masonry
could raise a monument to anybody 1 For Dr. Johnson, in
particular, all that he could have done with effect would
have been a short excursus or appendix to Boswell, on the
pretensions of Johnson as a classical scholar. These were
greater than it is the custom to suppose. Dr. John John-
stone, indeed, somewhere has thought fit to speak of him in
that character as immeasurably inferior to Parr. This is